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The Straits of Malacca is one of the busiest and 
most important strategic waterways in the world. 
The location of Straits of Malacca makes the 
waterway facing the piracy problem. Piracy can be 
described as the hijacking of ships or crews or both. 
The study will discuss further about the maritime 
piracy at Straits of Malacca, factors of maritime 
piracy, and the accountability of government and 
private sector to face this phenomenon. A good 
cooperative needed in this problem to avoid any 
negative impact to the nation.  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
The aim of the study is to understand the maritime 
piracy at the Straits of Malacca, factors this 
problem happen and the way to solute this problem 
from related side. Piracy has permeated the world’s 
maritime domain throughout history, in 
contemporary times, the waters of Southeast Asia 
serves as the dominant region for both the 
occurrence of its activity and the challenges it 
poses. Maritime piracy has been increase for much 
of the past decade, even as international efforts 
helped reduce the number of successful hijacking. 
In the Southeast Asia, piracy has focuses on the 
ransacking of cargo fishing products. While attacks 
in the South China Sea decreased in 2011, the 
number of incidents off Indonesia rose for a second 
consecutive year. These attacks have largely taken 
place in the Straits of Malacca.  
Maritime piracy happens because of the economic 
development and globalization and the geography 
of maritime Southeast Asia. Besides that, maritime 
crime is linked to the act of piracy like smuggling 
and tactics and complimentary technology. 
Objective of the study are understand the maritime 
piracy at the Straits of Malacca, identify the factors 
of maritime piracy in Malaysia waterways and 
government and private sector responsibility in 
solving this matter.  
By having a information regarding maritime piracy 
that have been gain in this research, the research 
will recognize about the maritime piracy in 
Southeast Asia and more focusing on our nation, 
Malaysia. Then, the factors of maritime piracy will 
help the research to give suggestion to government 
and private sector regarding maritime piracy 
besides knowing both side responsibilities. 
2.0 LITERATURE REVIEW 
2.1 Maritime Piracy at Straits of Malacca 
Piracy is not a new phenomenon in maritime 
industry. Usually when people talked about piracy, 
they will imagine the pirates with black flag, skull 
and parrots. But nowadays, piracy can described as 
a term of art and richly descriptive. Piracy also 
includes hijack and hostage.  
According to International Maritime Bureau’s 
(IMB) Piracy 2011 report that maritime piracy has 
been on the rise for much of the past decade, even 
as international effort have helped reduce the 
number of successful hijackings. Meanwhile, piracy 
is an activity boarding or trying to board any ship 
with clear intent to commit theft or any other crime 
with intent (Chalk P., 2008). 
According to the IMB, pirate attacks can be divided 
into three main categories: petty theft, planned 
robberies, and permanent ship and cargo hijackings. 
The majority of attacks are in the petty theft 
category. The goal of most of these pirate attacks is 
to make a quick score of items that can be easily 
sold for profit. The most commonly stolen items are 
mooring lines, cans of paint, food and stores, and 
crew belongings and money. Planned robberies are 
much the same as the petty theft except that well-
organized, well-armed gangs often carry out the 
acts. Ship’s equipment is also stolen in addition to 
the petty theft items already mentioned. In 
permanent ship hijackings, the entire ship and its 
cargo are stolen. The crew, in this case, is 




Pirate attacks are mostly restricted to four major 
areas: the Gulf of Aden, near Somalia and the 
southern entrance to the Red Sea; the Gulf of 
Guinea, near Nigeria and the Niger River delta; the 
Malacca Strait between Indonesia and Malaysia; 
and off the Indian subcontinent, particularly 
between India and Sri Lanka. The Strait of Malacca 
(SOM) was long considered to be the most 
dangerous waters for pirate attacks. Pirate’s activity 
in the area, however, has declined significantly 
since 2005 due to increased military patrols and 
vessel security. Based on International Maritime 
Bureau (IMB) reported 25 pirates attacks in Strait 
of Malacca in 2004, 10 in 2005 and only two 
through the third quarters of 2008. 
Raymond (2009), the Straits of Malacca is a narrow 
waterway that extends nearly six hundred nautical 
miles from the Andaman Sea to the South China 
Sea, between Malaysia and Indonesia. The Straits 
of Malacca provides important shipping lanes for 
vessels sailing from Europe and the Middle East to 
East Asia, as well as a smaller vessel in local 
voyage.  
The Straits of Malacca is defined as the area lying 
between the west coast of Thailand and Malaysia in 
the northeast, and the coast of Sumatra in the 
southwest. The frequent use of the term “littoral 
states” in the discourse of the Straits may suggest 
uniformity of views among Indonesia, Malaysia, 
and Singapore. Malaysia views the Straits as an 
important facilitator of trade and provider of 
resources and recreation.  
The United Nations Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) 
says that the Straits the status of an international 
strait in which freedom of passage for all users is 
guaranteed. However, UNCLOS also affirms the 
sovereignty and sovereign rights of the coastal 
states over the waterway. Besides that, the Straits is 
perceived by external powers in “hard” terms as a 
shipping lane that should be kept open at all times 
and as a vital  SLOC of immense strategic value to 
the regional maritime balance power.  
Piracy in the Straits of Malacca has garnered much 
attention since the early 2000s. The majority  of 
attacks are carried out by armed sea robbers preying 
on small merchant vessels, although there have also 
been cases of attacks against larger vessel. In 2004, 
the International Maritime Bureau (IMB) reported a 
total of thirty-eight cases of piratical attacks in the 
Straits. Meanwhile there are seven cases of piracy 
attacks in the Straits of Malacca in 2007 and two in 
2008. 
2.2 Factors of Maritime Piracy 
There are several factors that cause maritime 
piracy. First, the piracy happens because of the 
economic development and globalization. Over the 
last thirty years the processes of globalization have 
stimulated widespread economic growth throughout 
Southeast and East Asia. There are one major 
problem that is political development in the areas 
has not kept pace with economic development. This 
problem has encouraged big number of populations, 
as millions of people move to search a better wages. 
However, it has also led to rising incidences of 
poverty, creating a labor pool for criminal activities 
like prostitution, drugs, and possibly piracy.  
Second factor is physical and cultural geography. 
The geography of maritime Southeast Asia defies 
the notion of static, territorially based boundaries 
because the geography is so fluid. The long and 
porous maritime borders established in the 
nineteenth century by colonial powers are still 
enforced by the littoral nations of the area. These 
borders have actually expanded with modern 
developments of Law of the sea regarding territorial 
waters, archipelagic waters, and Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ). Movement of people 
between Indonesia and Malaysia is likewise a 
persistent problem, as economic and cultural 
connections between the sides of the Strait of 
Malacca predate international boundaries.  
Next is maritime crime that is linked to the act of 
piracy like smuggling. Smuggling is everywhere in 
maritime Southeast Asia, usually between 
Indonesia and Malaysia, just across the narrow 
Strait, and between Sabah, Malaysia, and the 
Southern Philippines. There are several cases that 
happen around these areas. One of it is Gerakan 
Aceh Merdeka (GAM) that involve in maritime 
crime, GAM does have maritime capabilities, 
largely recruited from local concerned maritime 
peoples or possibly criminal networks.  
Last factor is tactics and complimentary 
technology. There are a many of tactics used by 
pirates to gain access to ships, reflective of the 
diversity of means and objectives of the pirates. 
The tactics was effective because they use the tools, 
intelligence, and tactics to form a complimentary 
technology to their target’s and pursuer’s 
weaknesses. 
2.3 Government and Private Sector 
Responsibility 
Piracy take place in thte Straits of Malacca for 
hundreds of years. October 1992, the IMB’s Piracy 
Reporting Center (PRC) was generate at Kuala 
Lumpur which was tasked with, among other 
things, collecting data on pirate attacks around the 
world, started to highlight the scale of the problem 




Besides that, MALSINDO was launched in July 
2004 and involved the navies of Malaysia, 
Indonesia, and Singapore patrolling in a 
coordinated fashion in their respective territorial 
waters. The introduction in September 2005 of 
joints air patrols over the strait by the littoral states 
may have been another factors contributing to the 
decline in the number of incidents. The three states 
each donate two planes for the patrols, known as 
the “Eyes in the Sky” (EiS) plan. The plan permits 
aircraft to fly for up to three nautical miles into the 
twelve-nautical-mile territorial waters of the 
participating states.  
In addition, the most recent antipiracy initiative to 
be implemented is the Regional Cooperation 
Agreement on Anti-Piracy (ReCAAP) at 2006. The 
aim of the initiative is to implement on a 
government-to-government level, is to foster 
multilatireal cooperation to combat the threat of 
piracy and armed robbery against ships. The 
agreement also an Information Sharing Center 
(ISC) has been set up in Singapore to facilitate 
communication and information between member 
countries and to produce regular reports on pirates 
attacks in the region. 










Qualitative comparative analysis method is used to 
gain better understanding about the study. The 
important sources of information in this paper are 
literary documentary in the form of books and 
journal articles forms. Besides that, the data also 
collect from the International Chamber of 
Commerce International Maritime Bureau, Report 





Figure 1: Map of The Straits of Malacca 
 
Chart 1: Number of Actual and Attempted Attacks 
at Straits of Malacca, 2007 - Sept,2012  
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6.0 DISCUSSION & CONCLUSION 
The aim of the study is to understand the maritime 
piracy at the Straits of Malacca. Here, piracy is not 
a new phenomenon in maritime industry. Although 
the number of attacks has dropped substantially due 
to the increase and aggressive patrols by the littoral 
states authorities since July 2005, ships are advised 
to continue maintaining strict anti piracy watches 
when transiting will continue or reduce. 
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